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`Love God, Love Learning, Love Life`` 

THE SUNDAY 10.30AM MASS AND ALL WEEKDAY MASSES ARE USUALLY LIVESTREAMED  

CONFESSIONS:  Saturday morning after 10am Mass, Saturday evening 6pm-6.15pm, and on request. 
ADORATION AND BENEDICTION:  Saturday morning after 10am Mass (Confessions also available). 

 
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: Anne White, Janet Jones, Lauren Oshisanya, Tal Cox, Theo Oshisanya. 
CLERGY MOVE & ADDITIONAL ASSIGNMENT: Fr Gregory Beckett will move from being assistant priest in St David's, City Centre, along 
with St Illtyd’s, Swansea, to be assistant priest at Our Lady of the Valleys, being resident at St Dyfrig’s, Treforest. 
Fr Jude Akpobasa, OP: In addition to being a priest of our parish, Fr Jude will assist Canon Paul Watson at St David's, along with St 
Illtyd’s. This additional assignment does NOT change Fr Jude's role and status as a priest of Mumbles Parish. He will remain resident here 
in Mumbles and continue to serve our parish. 
FROM THE ARCHBISHOP: 1) There will be a 2nd Reading and vote in the House of Commons for the Terminally Ill Adults (End of 
Life Bill) on 11 September.  As Catholics, we oppose this legislation in principle as it attacks the innate dignity of every person.  It is also 
very poorly written and gives no safeguards to healthcare staff, nursing homes, or hospices all of whom will be pressured to implement 
the bill if the legislation is passed.  I encourage all Catholics to write to their MP.  The Bishops’ Conference has produced has a 
scannable QR code, available on its website at: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/opposing-assisted-suicide/ [1].  On the page, there are various 
resources, copies of statements and guidance on writing to your MP, and please do so, to protect the most vulnerable in our 
society.  Many thanks. 
2) The Guild of St Stephen for Altar Servers and the Maryvale Institute run an annual 6-month course for adult Altar Servers, 
exploring the history of liturgy, the sacraments, scripture, communication, leadership and people skills and the theology of service. There 
are no pre-requisite education requirements, and it is delivered online in 1-hour monthly evening sessions, with an optional one day in-
person session at Oscott College, Birmingham at the end of the course. The deadline for registration for the next cohort is 15th 
September 2026.  For more information see the attached flyer or the Guild of St Stephen website guildofststephen.org/certificate or email 
Deacon Paul Briers on certificate@guildofststephen.org. 
MATTHEW MULCAHY SPONSORED WALK: This year’s sponsored walk will take place on 13th September commencing 2.00pm from 
Stella Maris Convent and is in support of the Ursuline Sisters' Mission in Madagascar which feeds and educates orphaned and 

Date & Liturgical Celebration Time Mass Intentions 
Sunday 16th August 2026 
The Assumption of The Blessed 
Virgin Mary (Solemnity) 

6.30pm 
8.30am 

10.30am 

Martin Edmonds, RIP (T, C, K & J L) 
Larry Reilly, 48th RIP Anniversary (S R) 
Parish Community 

Monday 17th  
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

9.30am The Roberts Family, Guidance & Protection (M R) 

Tuesday 18th    
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

9.30am Gaye Clee, Private Intention (P H) 

Wednesday 19th   
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

9.30am  
10.00am 

Tony O’Kane, Private Intention (P H) 
COFFEE MORNING 

Thursday 20th  

St Bernard, Abbot, Doctor 
     7.00pm Bukola (Bukky) Oshisanya, RIP (M H) 

Friday 21st    

St Pius X, Pope 
9.30am 

 
Holy Souls 

Saturday 22nd   
Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

10.00am 
 

Evelyn Nwokocha, RIP 

Sunday 23rd August 2026 
21st Sunday of Ordinary Time 

6.30pm 
8.30am 

10.30am 

Katarina & Martin Dutko, 44th Wedding Anniversary (K D) 
Theo Battershell, Health & Recovery (H B) 
Eno & Benjamin Usoroh, Birthday Thanksgiving (E U) 
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From the Parish Events Planning Team 
UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS 

 (August 2026) 
   
23 August 2026  PARISH GARDEN PARTY More information later. 

 

abandoned street children. Please walk with us or consider sponsoring walkers.  Full route details are available in the porch. Halfway 

refreshments will again be kindly provided by Our Lady Star of the Sea. Please support us. 
PARISH PRAYER GROUP: Meets every other week in the Church Hall. Next on Tuesday 25th August at 7pm in the Parish Hall. 
PARISH BIBLE STUDY: You are welcome to join our Parish Bible Study on Zoom (recorded for a later review). Monday 17th August 
at 7pm. Text: Acts of the Apostles chap 3.  Zoom Meeting ID: 585 166 8513.  Please contact Fr Michael for an audio recording. 
CATHOLIC ROUND TABLE: Join us to discuss Catholic teachings from a biblical background. The next meeting is on Thursday 20th 
August, 7.30 to 8.30pm in the Parish Hall. Remote Zoom attendance is available. Zoom ID: 585 166 8513 
HOUR OF GRACE: 6pm - 7pm every other Wednesday. Led by a Dominican priest, this is a solemn moment of prayerful encounter with 
Jesus in the Exposition and Adoration of the Holy Eucharist. It will include an Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Silent Adoration, 
Talk, Hymns, Worship Songs, Intercessions for Various Intentions, and Benediction. Next session will be on Wednesday 26th August. 
PRAYER INTENTION ENVELOPE (HOUR OF GRACE): If you would like us to pray for an intention during the Hour of Grace please 
collect a brown prayer intention envelope in the porch. It is NOT a Mass intention envelope. Thank you. 
WE REMEMBER THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND, AND THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: Frank Bowen, Teresa 
Plunkett, Kath Bowling, Frances Traylor, Angela Matthews, Yvonne Richards, Bill Gill, John Mannion, Jill Griffiths, Karolina Ashton, Andy 
Payne, Allan Jones, Rita Power, Pauline Howard, Elizabeth Williams, Mike Bickerstaff, Caroline Solomon, Arthur Barragry, Sarah 
Leaman, Cecily Hughes, Roger Eddy, Joy Stafford, Fran Jordan, Maureen Dooley, Margaret Frost, Emily Jones, Wendy Graham, Tess 
O’Donoghue, Joshua Lane, Mark McGaw, Judith Adams, Breda Tennant, John Jones, Margaret Joyce-Brown. 
CYCLE OF PRAYER: During Ordinary Time (Summer), i.e. up to September, we are asked to pray for these intentions: A Deeper 
Understanding between Christians and Jews; Those who Suffer Persecution, Oppression and Denial of Human Rights; Europe; Human 
Life; Seafarers. 
THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR AUGUST: For evangelisation in the city, that in large cities, often marked by anonymity and 
loneliness, we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel, discovering creative paths to build community. 

REFLECTION ON THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BV MARY 
The 1st Reading (Rev 11:19,12:1-6,10) opens with the imagery of the Holy of Holies, God’s sanctuary in heaven, the 
Ark of the Covenant seen inside. Then it proceeds to describe the human Ark of the Covenant. The Woman, Queen 
Mother, is regally adorned with revered heavenly bodies – the sun (imperial robe), the moon (sandals) and 12 stars 
(crown). Simply put, she is depicted as Queen of all creation, whose Son is King seated on God’s throne – He is God! 
And like of king Solomon’s mother (cf. 1 Kgs 2:18-20), on his right stands – or actually sits – the queen (mother), 
the Church’s acclamation in the Responsorial Psalm (Ps 45:10-12,16). 

The 2nd Reading (1 Cor 15:20-26) reveals the unicity of Christ as Saviour King, Conqueror of death and 
Source of deathless life. After Him come all (wo)men in their proper order. What order? Besides God, all else is 
created: the angelic choirs, generations of men and all in-between or lesser. 

The Gospel (Lk 1:39-56), in the Lowly Handmaid’s sweetest canticle (the Magnificat), reveals the first in 
the order of creation, its Queen, after the uncreated God-King. The world above men’s – the heavens – have their 
eminent bodies adorn her (cf. 1st Rdg). All generations of men call Her blessed, the lowly one whom the LORD exalts 
to/beyond seraphic and cherubic heights from which He pulled down proud princes (Lucifer/Satan & his minions).  

Body and Soul, the LORD resurrects and ascends, God’s Holy One not tasting corruption (cf. Ps 16:9-10; Acts 
2:27). Whose body is this Body, assumed by His Incarnation? Mary’s!!! Would God fail to keep His word and let His 
Creaturely Holy One see corruption, for whom He has done great things? (Fr. Jude A. Akpobasa, OP) 

SUNDAY OFFERING: £984         Thank you for your generosity 

An Exceptionally Successful Year 

It has been an exceptionally successful year for St David's, with many significant milestones, 
including a positive Estyn inspection, a successful Section 50 Catholic Schools Inspection, achieving 
School of Sanctuary status, and most recently, being awarded the Siarter Iaith Gold Award. These 
accomplishments are a testament to the commitment and dedication of our staff, pupils, governors, 
parents and parish, all working together to live out our mission of Love God, Love Learning, Love Life. 

PARISH GARDEN PARTY 
Date: Sunday, 23rd August 2026. Time: 1.00p.m. Venue: Please see notice board for 

address. Special thanks to our host. 

All are invited and welcome. Please invite your families and friends. We would be grateful 

if parishioners would bring some food and / or a bottle to share. If you have a folding chair 

and/or a rug, please bring it. Please sign up on the notice board. Thank you. 
 


